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Action:   Clerk to the Council 

Item 7.1 – Summary of Principal Risks  

It was noted that the summary of principal risks had been presented in risk order.  

Item 7.2 – Updated Risk Register 

Compliance with GDPR had been retained as a separate item on the register.  
 
Item 9 – External Audit Strategy  

The accounts for Newman Firmtrust were on the agenda at item 7.2. 

5. 
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6.2 Letters of Representation to be provided to Grant Thornton 
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8. Internal Audit Reports (AC 23/18) 

  8.1 Corporate Governance Audit (Annex 1) 

Mr Mundy reported on the areas covered in the Audit, which included: 
compliance with the CUC Code of Governance and recent sector 
guidance in the area; monitoring of the effectiveness of Council, 
Senate and committees; induction and training processes for new 
Council and Senate members; succession planning and recruitment 
processes; and, peer sector comparison. 
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Vice-Chancellor to be in attendance at its meetings.  He was the 
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8.4 Internal Audit Progress Report November 2018 (Annex 4) 

The Committee received an update from Mr Mundy on the progress of the 
Internal Audit programme. Since the meeting of the Committee in June 2018, 
final Audit reports had been submitted on Corporate Governance and Follow 
Up and BDO had issued its Internal Audit Annual Report for work completed 
within 2017/18.    
 
He drew attention to some changes to the timetable for 2018/19 following 
requests from the University’s management.  In recognition of the status of 
the HESA Data Futures programme, the Data Quality Audit had been 
rescheduled to February 2019.  The CMA expectations Audit had been 
brought forward from February 2019 to December 2018.  The Cyber Security 
Audit had been brought forward from May 2019 to January 2019.  He advised 
that these were only changes in the timing of the Audits and not changes to 
their content. 
 
The report was noted. 

 9. Draft Audit Committee Annual Report to Council (AC 24/18) 

The Committee considered the draft annual report which had been prepared by the 
Chair with help from the Clerk to the Council and the PPGSO.  The Chair drew 
attention to changes in format from the previous report. 

The main topic arising in discussion was that of Committee membership.  It was felt 
that additional members needed to be appointed and the Nominations and 
Governance Committee had suggested that Ms Julie Jones become a member of the 
Audit Committee; Council ratinll f hnn be  he
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Action:    Clerk to the Council 

The Committee discussed training for Council members. The Clerk to the Council 
reported that Council members had received a Prevent briefing in 2016 and new 
Council members had been included in the corporate staff training programme.  
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January deadline.  The OfS comment about issues to be addressed in the University’s 
2020/21 access and participation plan was thought to be a standard sentence that 
appeared in a number of HEI registration outcome letters.  
 
The report was noted. 
 

14. Value for Money (AC 29/18) 

The Clerk to the Council advised that the University was not required to make an 
efficiency return, but the OfS expected regular publication of clear information about 
its arrangements for securing value for money.  The regular Value for Money reports 
provided the Committee with evidence that value for money was being achieved.   

The Committee noted the report.  

15. Data Quality Assurance (AC 30/18) 

It was noted that the Audit Committee was required to provide the OfS with 
assurance on the accuracy of the data provided in the returns the University made to 
external stakeholders. The CFO outlined the work carried out to ensure that data 
was accurate and up to date.  He drew attention to the HESA transformation 
initiative Data Futures, which concerned the student record, and the move towards 
more real time data by the regulator.  He commented that the sector was used to 
providing data about fourteen months after the start of the academic year but the 
new requirements were for a more rapid data return.  The Committee noted that the 
data would be used through the new Committee and Task Group structure to 
monitor student attendance and engagement to help to improve student retention, 
success and employability, for example. 
 
The report was noted. 

16. Opportunity for the Audit Committee to meet Auditors without Senior 
Managers 

 It was agreed to postpone this item until the next meeting when both Mr Mundy and 
Mr Devitt would be present.  (Mr Devitt had left the meeting at this point). Mr Mundy 
confirmed that he had no urgent concerns.    

 Action:   the Clerk to the Council to invite Mr Devitt to the next meeting. 

17. Any Other Business  

 There was no other business 

18. Date of the Next Meeting 

 The next meeting to take place on Wednesday 27th February 2019 at 10.30am. 
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NEWMAN UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 

Action Plan from the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 12th November 2018 
 
Minute Agenda Item Action to be Taken Person 

Responsible 
 

4.1 

 

Matters Arising – Internal 
Audit Recommendation 
Tracker  

   

 
 
Item to be left on the action 
plan to be picked up at the 
next meeting. 

 

The Clerk to the 
Council 

 

5. 

  

Review Terms of 
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